
�e Wetlands Initiative, a not-for-pro�t organization, is providing free technical assistance on the wetland 
design and planting plan.  Contact Jill Kostel, senior environmental engineer: (312) 922-0777, ext. 129 or 

jkostel@wetlands-initiative.org.

With the recently released Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy, we 
believe that farmers will need to implement some practices on every 
acre in Illinois.  A constructed wetland designed specifically to reduce 

nitrogen loss may be part of your farm’s strategy.

Is a constructed wetland part of your
strategy for nutrient reduction?
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What’s Your Strategy?
You may be a good candidate for a constructed wetland if:

A constructed wetland can be a practical solution to help you reduce 
nutrient loss by:

• Your land is tile-drained.
• You have marginal, hard-to-farm, or frequently-flooded areas along a ditch or stream.
• You are eligible for EQIP or CRP.  Constructed wetlands are a cost-share practice 
   available under the Farm Bill, though farmers may also install them independently of 
   these programs.

• Capturing tile drainage and naturally removing nitrates along with some phosphorus.
• Giving you “more bang for the buck:” A constructed wetland can achieve significant 
   nutrient loss reduction while taking only a small amount of land out of production.  
   The wetland area needs to be at least 1 percent of the tile-drained area.
• Providing a better return on your investment by converting less-productive land to a 
   wetland.
• Generating additional benefits such as wildlife support and habitat for monarch
   butterflies and other pollinators in the buffer surrounding the wetland.
• Requiring very little maintenance after the initial installation.  A constructed wetland is 
   a long-life practice and can remain effective at reducting nutrient losses for 30 years or 
   more.
• The design for a constructed wetland is very flexible, and this practice can be used in a 
   wide variety of farm settings.
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